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Worthy PRESIDENT and MEMBERS 


QF T'H.5 


DOLPHIN SOCIETY 


At BR: 18S: T OL. 


G ENT LE ME N, 


Tx E Honor of your Approbation, and 
earneſt Requeſt for the Publication of 
this Sermon, which, I fear, has but little 
more to recommend it than a good Intention, 
had with me the Force of Command; 
which, under ſo polite a Reception, and 
many particular Marks of Hoſpitality, could 
not be unattended to, or diſobeyed, without 
ſome diſagreeable Imputations, I hope never 
to deſerve. | f 
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5 
More eſpecially, when I ſaw ſo general, 
and ſo liberal a Contribution, from Gentle 
. men independent of thoſe Advantages ariſing 
from the noble Charities of COLSTON, 
but animated with a Zeal of following the 
GREAT EXAMPLE, I could not with Bold 
this ſmall Tribute, due to the Memory of 
fo good a Man, and to the Honor of my 
Appointment. Therefore, if any Profits 
ariſe from the Sale of this Sermon, I beg 
they may be appropriated to the Uſes of your 
Charity. 


7 1555 the Honor 20 be, 

GENTLEMEN, 

With the greateſt Reſp ect, 
Your moſt obedient, 

| Moft obliged humble S ervant, 


fre, JAMES SCOTT. 


Nov. 15, 1 783. 


On theſe tuo Commandments hang all the 
Law, and the Prophets. 


WW HEN Gop was pleaſed to deliver 

the Law to his People Iſrael from , 
Mount Sinai, the Solemnity of it was i 
doubtleſs deſigned to make the deeper 
Impreſſion on their Minds, and to enforce 
their Obſervance, 


AccoRDINGLY Moſes declares the End 
of the Law to be Obedience, “ theſe are 
the Commandments, which the Lorxp 
% your Gop commanded to teach you, 
** that ye might do them. 


Tax Whole of their temporal Proſperity 
and Grandeur as a Nation, the Continu- 


ance 
* Deut. vi. 1. 
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ance of the divine Bleſſings to them, and 
their Children after them, were to be the 
certain Conſequences of their Care and 
Fidelity, in a dutiful Compliance with 
His Injunctions, and a ſteady Attention to 
the Inſtructions of his Prophet. Hear 
O Iſrael, obſerve to do it, that it may 
* be well with thee, and that ye may 
* increaſe mightily.” * 


AnD leſt they ſhould be ſeduced to the | 
Idolatry of the Nations round about them, 
he labors moſt earneſtly to eſtabliſh a Be- 
lief in the One true Gop, and a hearty 
Zeal for his Worſhip and Service; “ the 
*© LoRD our Gop is one LoRD, and thou 
% ſhalt love Him with all thine Heart, and 
© with all thy Soul. + 


IN theſe Words our Bleſſed Saviour an- 
ſwered the inquiſitive Phariſee, who queſ- 
tioned Him on the great Commandment 
of the Law, Thou ſhalt love the Lorn 
* thy Gop with all thy Heart, and with all 

bes thy 


„ Deut. vi. 3. f 4.5. 
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« thy Soul, and with all thy Mind. 
« This is the firſt and great Command- 
cc ment. 


AN p as CHRIST was no Stranger to the 
narrow confined Notions of the Jewiſh 
Sectaries, leſt they ſhould think the Wor- 
ſhip of Gop the Whole of what their 
Religion required of them, He adds ano- 
ther neceſſary Branch of Duty from their 
own written Law, „and the Second is 


like unto it, Thou ſhalt love thy Neigh- 


„ bour as thyſelf.” + 


In theſe two Precepts, our. LoxD inti- 
mates, was comprehended the whole Sub- 
ſtance of their Religion,. On theſe two 
* Commandments hang all the Law and 
the Prophets.” And we may add, all 
that CHRIST and his Apoſtles have taught 
us; as the Love of Gop in no Inſtance 
whatever, can teach or encourage us to 


violate the Love we owe our Neighbour. 


THESE are held out as two great Lights, 
or ruling Principles, to conduct us thro' 


| the 


* Matt. xxii. 37. 38. + Levit. xix, 18. 
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the Variety of thoſe Relations we ſtand in 
to Gop and Man. The one includes the 
ſeveral Duties we owe to Gop, as our 
Creator, our common Father and Bene- 
factor ; as Subjects of his univerſal Go- 
vernment, perpetually adminiſtered by a 
watchful, unwearied Providence. 


MoREoveR, as finful Creatures, who 
had forfeited all Right to his Protection by 
Diſobedience, and were reſtored again to 
his Favor and Forgiveneſs by an Act of 
Grace. Our Gratitude and Love to the 
Divine Being for theſe, and the daily In- 
ſtances of his Mercy and Goodnels, is 
properly diſtinguiſhed by the Name of 
Piety. 


Tux other points out the Regard 
Duty we owe one another, reſulting from 
our different Stations, Connections, and 
Relations ; by moral Writers termed Be- 
nevolence, by Chriſtians Charity. 


FROM our Ideas of the Divine Perfec- 
tions, we muſt conclude univerſal Hap- 


pineſs 


E 


pineſs, to be the End of Creation; and 
we demonſtrate in the moſt pleaſing Man- 
ner a Love and Reverence to our Creator, 
by an active Zeal, in the Promotion of 
that Happinels. 


AnD if this, as is generally ſuppoſed, 
be advanced to higher Degrees of Perfec- 
tion, in a ſocial than a ſolitary View; the 
Duties of Society have a ſtrong Claim on 
our Obſervance, and the Infringement 
of them, a ſtronger on our Abhorrence 
and Deteſtation, as tending to the De- 
ſtruction of general Good. | 


IRREGULAR Notions, infincere Pro- 
feſſions, or total Indifference to theſe lead- 
ing Principles of all Religion, have at dif- 
ferent Periods introduced that Scene of 
Vice, criminal Licentiouſneſs and Confu- 
ſion, which fo fatally diſturbs the moral, 
the religious, and the civil Government 
of the World. The Depravity of our 
Nature is much heightened by our Inat- 
tention to theſe fundamental Duties, the 
Love of Gop and Man. 

A Tur 
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Tu Violation of that Obedience and 
Submiſſion due to our Superiors and law- 
ful Governors, the Diſturbances of Fac- 
tion, the Miſchiefs of Uſurpation, the 
many Diſtreſſes of private Life, and every 
Species of Injury and Injuſtice, in Oppo- 
ſition to the Voice of Gop and Nature, 
are the foul Streams that iſſue from the 


polluted Source of Irreligion and Immo- 
rality. 


Our Love to Gop is moſt conſpicuous 
in our Obedience to his Commands; his 
Commands include all we owe to Him 
and each other; therefore it is impoſſible 
to be ſincere in the one, if we are not 
punctual and conſcientious in the Dit- 
charge of the other. 


He who pretends - to love his Gop, 
muſt, to be conſiſtent, love his Brother 
alſo; otherwiſe by his Profeſſion he proves 
himſelf, in the Opinion of an Apoſtle, 
falſe to Gop, the World, and himſelf. * 


HowEVER 


* 1 John iv. 20 


1 

HowEveR the corrupt Influence of Ex- 
ample, the jarring Intereſts of the World, 
and the Force of intervening Paſſions, may 
blind and over-rule our Reaſon, and occa- 
ſion many Deviations from the great Rule 
of moral and religious Rectitude; yet a 
| Return of ſober Reflection on the Duty 
of Love and Reverence to Gop, who 
gave us Being, and deſigned to give us 
Happineſs, will reſtore a proper Senſe of 
Obligation to that, and every other infe- 
rior Duty, when thro' a criminal Degree 
of Careleſſneſs it had been ſtifled and loſt. 


Is we look forward to Futurity, and 
ſuffer the Sanctions of Good and Evil, 
which are no leſs than the Approbation 
and Anger of Gop in a State of eternal 
Rewards and Puniſhments, to affect the 
Mind and awaken the Conſcience; our 
Caution muſt be alarmed by the Neglect 
or Breach of thoſe Duties to one another, 
which brings on the complicated Guilt of 
being falſe both to Gop and Man, and 
ſubjects us to the juſt Vengeance of both. 
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As the Nature of Man is dependent and 
ſocial, and he was born to bear a Part in 
Community, he muſt have numerous Re- 
lations and Connexions; but on a Survey 
of himſelf, he will ſoon find that his 
primary Relation is to Gop, the Author 
of his Being, and of every Bleſſing he is 
capable of enjoying. 


Hs firſt and daily Dependence is on the 
Providence and Bounty of his Creator ; 
the Happineſs or Miſery of his Being de- 
pends entirely on his Will. Here then is 
Man's firſt and greateſt Obligation. 


Arr the Returns he can make are 
principally due to his Creator, the entire 
Devotion of himſelf and his Faculties : 
Hence the firſt Commandment, ** Thou 
„ ſhalt love the Loxp thy Gop, with all 
d thy Heart, with all thy Soul, and all 
e thy Strength,” moſt ſincerely, moſt fer- 
vently, and moſt affectionately. 


DoLy ſenſible of this primary Obliga- 
tion, this firſt Law of our Nature, our 
own 


6 


own Reaſon will lead us to argue, that 
the trueſt Expreſſion of our Love and Gra- 
titude to Gop 1s an Obedience to his 
Will, in promoting his great End and 
Deſign in the Creation, which is general 
Happineſs : And this, by a proper Appli- 
cation of thoſe Talents, with which we 
are bleſſed, in the Service, and for the 
Good of our fellow Creatures. 


Wr all have the ſame high Origin, the 
ame Affections, the ſame Wants, and 
hereafter the ſame Expectations. Gon 
has made of one Blood all Men to dwell 
on the Face of the whole Earth.* He 
hath faſhioned their Hearts alike.+ His 
Providence ruleth over all. 


To promote then the Deſigns of Hea- 
ven, we are to love the Creator in the 
Creature, ſtudy each other's Happineſs, 
and be induſtrious in the Purſuit of it; 
knowing that a Communication of Ser- 
vices.is the Support of the ſocial World, 
and Obedience to the Will of Him who 
made it. SO 


Acts xvii, 26, + Pal, xxxiii. 15. f Clit. 19. 


/ 


1 
So that this firſt Law of our Exiſtence 
leads naturally and neceſſarily to the ſe- 
cond, that of Benevolence and Charity to 
our fellow Creature, Thou ſhalt love 
* thy Neighbour as thy thyſelf.” 


Tuus our Saviour's Commandment has 
all the Propriety and Fitneſs in it that is 
poſſible to recommend it to our Obſery- 
ance; being founded on Principles of un- 
erring Nature and right Reaſon, and 
adapted to our Connections both with 
Go and Man, 


WELL might our Loxp call this the 
Whole of Religion, the Law and the 
Prophets ; as every Precept, every Exhor- 
tation contained therein, muſt have a Re- 
ference to the Duties we owe either to 
Gop or Man. 


Tris Virtue of Benevolence to Man 
flowing from the Love of Gon, which 
the Apoſtles of Cur1sT have diſtinguiſhed 
by the Name of Charity, is ſo compre- 
henfive, that St, Paul calls it the Bond of 

Perfectnels ; 


5 
perfectneſs;& the ſure Foundation and 
Cement of all thoſe Virtues which unite 
together the Members of CuzrsT's Church, 
and make its Gifts and Graces ſubſervient 
to general Good. 


Tuus the ſame Apoſtle to the Corin- 
thians, when he adviſes them to Diligence 
in the Acquiſition of all Chriſtian Graces, 
« covet earneſtly the beſt Gifts, points 
out to them a much ſuperior Accompliſh- 
ment, Vet ſhew I unto you, ſays he, a 
© more excellent Way ;” the Way that 
leads by the Path of Love and Charity 
for each other and all the World. 


ALL other Graces and Excellencies 
without his are trifling and unavailable, 
for tho' I have the Gift of Prophecy, 
* and underſtand all Myſteries, and all 
„Knowledge; tho' I had all Faith, fo 
that I could remove Mountains, and 
have not Charity, J am Nothing. 


ALL our Zeal for Religion, all our 
Boaſt of Compaſſion and Mercy to the 
Poor 


Col. iii. 14. + 1 Cor. x5. .. © x 


1 
Poor and Needy, without this Sovereign 
of all Virtues, is meer empty Noiſe and 
Oſtentation; for * tho' I give all my 
Goods to feed the Poor, and tho' I give 
* my Body to be burned,” as a Sacrifice 
for my Religion, ** and have not Cha- 
e rity, it profiteth me Nothing.“ I have 
no ſterling Virtues of a Man, no amiable 
Accompliſhments of a Friend, no ſaving 


Graces of a Chriſtian. 


ST. PAUL, in that celebrated Chapter 
to the Corinthians, 4 has fix'd the true 
Idea of this moſt excellent Virtue, which 
is ſo highly honour'd by CarisT himſelf 
as to be made the Characteriſtic of his true 
Diſciples; and not only ſuperior to all 
other Chriſtian Graces, but fo compre- 
henſive as to fulfil 150 whole Law of 
CHRIST. 


Ir implies a Gacers and affectionate 
Regard for the Intereſt of all our fellow 
Creatures, ſuch a lively Senſe of every 
Good or Evil that may befal them, as 


to 


* 1 Cor. xiii. 3. Tui. 
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to quicken our moſt hearty Endeavors in 
promoting one, and removing the other. 


WHENEVER this Virtue takes Poſſeſ- 
ſion and warms the Heart, it never fails 
to diſcover itſelf in Effects ſuitable to any 
Occaſion that may offer, and is particu- 
larly conſpicuous in the moſt ſubſtantial 
Acts of Goodneſs and Compaſſion. 


Tur Apoſtle deſcribes it both as an 
active and paſſive Principle, which is to 
regulate our Behaviour to all Men. 


Ir we are injured, it preaches Forbear- 
ance and Forgiveneſs; inſtead of reveng- 
ing, to be ſlow to anger; and whatever 
Inſults may be offered us by the thought- 
leſs, by thoſe who forget the Dignity and 
Nature of the human Conſtitution, it 
inſpires us with a Reſolution neither to 
diſquiet ourſelves nor moleſt others. 


IT admits no Pride, no Vanity of Con- 
duct, no Inſolence; but is humble and 


condeſcending, candid and compaſſionate 
C to 
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to human Errors and Infirmities ; ealy to 


bear and forbear, and inclined to think 


well and hope well of all. 


ITs Excellence above Faith and Hope 


is founded by St. Paul on its Duration as 
well as Uſe. 


Wur our Bodies are laid low in the 
ſilent Grave by Death, there is then an 
End to the Exerciſe of our Faith and 
Hope: We ſhall ſee the Promiſes of Gop 
fulfilled : Viſion will put an End to Faith, 
and Enjoyment conclude our Hope; but 
Charity will be our triumphant never- 


ending Virtue as well as Bliſs in the 
World to come. 


To do Good is our Duty here, but 
hereafter it will be our Reward; and in 
this Senſe ©* Charity never faileth.“ 


WrII might the Apoſtles. expreſs fo 
much earneſt Zeal in their Recommenda- 
tions. of a Virtue, which 'is ſo general as 
to be ſtiled the Sum and Subſtance of all 


Religion, 
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Religion, the Soul of every other good 
and active Quality, and the End of the 


Commandment.* 


LiKE a right Faith, it is to be proved 
and known only by its Fruits: And if the 
Principle be true, Uniformity will be as 
conſpicuous in our whole Conduct, Cha- 
racter, and Connexions; as Self- preſerva- 
tion is, in purſuing what we imagine to 


be a Good. 


Bur Here we muſt not forget, as from 
the Sacred Oracles we learn, that this 
univerſal Virtue, this Chriſtian Gift and 
Grace, is moſt clearly illuſtrated, and diſ- 
plays its brighteſt Splendor in Acts of 
Alms-giving and Compaſhon, and is ever 
made amiable in ſhewing Mercy and Pity. 
Matters of Fact may elucidate what Rea- 
ſon and Scripture both evidence and en- 
force : That the Virtue of Charity, when 
directed particularly to the Relief of Po- 
verty and extreme Want, is never without 
its Reward: - That we are ſeldom Loſers 


*1 Tim. i. 5, 
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by our Beneficence; and in the Opinion of 
the wiſe King of Iſrael, what we beſtow 
on the Poor will, ſome Way or other in 
this Life but moſt ſurely in the next, 
return into our own Boſom. * Caſt thy 
Bread upon the Waters,” and with it dry 
up the Tears of Miſery and Affliction, 
* and thou ſhalt find it after many Days.” #* 


RrcoLLECT the pathetic Story of the 
Widow of Zarephath, recorded in the 
17th Chapter of the firſt Book of Kings, 
whoſe only Son was by the Prayers of 
Elijah reſtored to Life by the Gop of 
Mercy for her ſeaſonable Relief and true 
Charity to the Prophet, almoſt periſhing 
by Famine, and harraſs'd by Perſecution, 


You read in St. Luke the Words of 
our LoRD, that in the fore Time of Fa- 
mine, when the Heavens Were ſhut up for 
three Years and upwards, that no Prophet 
was ſent to the Widows of Iſrael but to 
one of Sarepta (or Zarephath) to reward 

| | her 


* Ecclel.- A. 1. Chap. 4. 


1 
zer good Deeds, and fave her from the 
dreadful Calamity. 


THr1s is told as a Memorial of her Cha- 
rity to future Generations. 


Tur Virtues of the good Samaritan 
ſtand upon Record to challenge our Imi- 
tation, and ſhew us our Neighbour and 
our Duty ; he relieved Diſtreſs, without a 
Thought of Diſtinction; he ſaw Miſery 
and immediately poured in the Balm of 
Compaſſion, and taught all Mankind a 
Leſſon of true Charity and Benevolence 


Many more Inſtances of the Divine 
Approbation, many expreſs Commands to 
love one another, many Examples of the 
good and charitable, adorn the Sacred 
Pages, to kindle the holy Flame of Bene- 
volence and Compaſſion. 


I NEED not go fo far back for Inſtances 
to illuſtrate this Divine Virtue of Charity: 
The preſent Solemnity reminds us all of 
its happy Effects and the great Power of 

1 | its 


1 
its Influence. Theſe annual Celebrations 
ſerve to perpetuate the Memory of One, 


whoſe good Deeds were as extenſive as the 
Virtue that enjoined them. 


Tur Name of COLSTON in many 
other Places, but particularly in this, 


ought to be had in everlaſting Remem- 
brance. 


Hayyey City! He hath ſtrengthened 
* the Bars of thy Gates: He hath bleſſed 
* thy children within thee.”* The Nature 
and Extent of his Charities, muſt particu- 
larly excite your Gratitude, whilſt they 
raiſe your Admiration, 


AnD tho' Providence may have bleſſed 
him with more ample Means, ſuited to 


the liberal Diſpoſition of his Mind, of 


doing ſo much Good in the Relief of Diſ- 


treſs, and abundant Proviſion for the poor 
and needy ; yet the great Example is not 
above your Imitation. 


Hrs 


* Pſal. cxlvii. 13. 
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His pure Love of Gop, his real Re- 
card for Religion and its Services, were ſen - 
ſibly manifeſted by his Care and Concern 
for the Souls as well as Bodies of Men. 


His Zeal began with the Houſe of 
Gop; and in a moſt noble Diſplay of an 
exemplary, generous, and Chriſtian Muni- 
ficence, hath he given the aged and infirm, 
the helpleſs Orphan, the poor and induſ- 
trious Parent, Opportunities of frequent- 
ing the ſacred Offices and Ordinances 
of the Sanctuary, and thereby precluded 
the many dreadful Occaſions that Indif- 
ference and Irreligion might have admi- 
niſtered to Vice, Licentiouſneſs, and Im- 
morality. And amongſt thoſe other cha- 
ritable Foundations calculated for national 
as well as perſonal Benefit, his Proviſion 
for the Inſtruction and Education of Youth 
is not the leaſt meritorious ; as Ignorance 
is generally. the Parent of Wickedneſs, 
and productive of thoſe numerous Evils 
which interrupt every moral and ſocial 


Duty of civil Life, 


IN 
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In. ſhort; Time would fail me, were I to 
attempt at beſt but an imperfe& Recital of 
this good Man's Benefactions. His whole 
Life, in Imitation of his Bleſſed Mafter, was 
ſpent in doing Good. Verily now he has 
his Reward, and his Works follow him 
beyond the Grave. 


AL low me then to ſum up a Character, 
I cannot otherwiſe do Juſtice to, in the 
Words of a good and righteous Man, 
when in the Days of his Proſperity, to 
uſe his own Expreſſion, ** The Candle of 
op ſhined upon my Head, and the 
Rock poured me out Rivers of Oil,“ as 
a Supply for my Charities ;“ when the 
« Far heard me, then it bleſſed me; 
* when the Eye ſaw me, it gave Witneſs 
* to me: Becauſe I delivered the Poor 
© that cried, and him that had none to 
help him. — The Bleſſing of him that 
Was ready to periſh came upon me: And 
I cauſed the Widow's Heart to fing for 


ce Joy.“ 


WHAT 


Job xxix. 11. 12. 13. 
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WHAT an amiable Picture of Goodneſs, 
and how juſt the Application ! x 


IT now remains that you all offer up 
united Prayers to Gop, that he would 
pour into your Hearts the moſt excellent 
Gift of Charity; that, with warm Impreſ- 
fions of your Duty upon your Minds, you 
quit this Houſe of Gop, not without Re- 
ſolutions to practice what you cannot but 
approve in Speculation and Example. 
You are all Stewards for the Poor, and 
Gon, in the. wiſe Adminiſtration of his 
Providence, has given their prefling Ne- 
ceſſity a Claim on your Aﬀuence and 
Abundance. - 


ON theſe Occaſions a Senſe of Gop's 
Goodneſs, and a Senſe of Gratitude to 
your pious Benefactor, will incline your 
Hearts to leave a Bleſſing behind you. 


DeMonsSTRATE the Sincerity of your 
Religion, your Love of Gop, by your 
Keadineſs to give, and Gladneſs to diſtri- 
D bute, 
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bute, eſpecially as you have ſo pleaſing an 
Opportunity, ever remembering the Words 
of your LokD and 3SAaviouR, 


„It is more bleſſed to give than to 
© receive. 


THE END. 


